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Abstract: This scientific article analyzes the scholarly heritage of Imam 
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of his works as historical sources, the methodology he employed in selecting 

hadiths, and its similarities with modern historical source criticism. The study 

substantiates that Imam al-Bukhari should be regarded not only as a great 

muhaddith (hadith scholar), but also as one of the earliest founders of source 

criticism as a scientific discipline. 
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Introduction. In the history of Islamic civilization, the science of hadith 

constitutes the most important scholarly source after the Holy Qur’an. Through 

hadiths, the life, activities, religious-ethical views, and practical Sunnah of the 

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) were transmitted to later generations. 

Therefore, the collection, verification, and systematization of hadiths have always 

been a central issue in Islamic history.  

Although hundreds of scholars contributed to the development of hadith 

studies, Imam Muhammad ibn Ismail al-Bukhari occupies a special place among 

them. His work Al-Jami‘ as-Sahih is recognized in the Islamic world as the most 

authentic book after the Qur’an. However, Imam al-Bukhari was not merely a 

collector of hadiths; he was a great researcher who applied strict scientific criteria in 

selecting them. 
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Today, in historiography and source studies, critical analysis of sources and 

verification of their reliability are essential methodological principles. Interestingly, 

these principles had already been fully developed in the 9th century in the works of 

Imam al-Bukhari. Therefore, studying his scientific heritage not only from a 

religious but also from a general scholarly and source-critical perspective remains 

highly relevant. 

The aim of this article is to determine the place of Imam al-Bukhari’s works 

in source studies, to comparatively analyze his methodology of hadith selection with 

modern scientific criteria, and to substantiate his contribution to the development of 

historical and scholarly thought. 

Chapter I. Theoretical Foundations of Source Studies. Source studies is one of 

the important branches of historiography and the humanities, focusing on the 

scientific study of written, oral, and material sources from various periods. Its main 

task is to determine the origin of a source, its author, the circumstances of its 

writing, the reliability of its content, and its historical value. In modern scholarship, 

source criticism is generally carried out in two main stages: external criticism and 

internal criticism. External criticism determines the author, date, place, and 

authenticity of the source, while internal criticism analyzes the content, logical 

coherence, and consistency with other sources. This process functions as a scientific 

verification of the source. In Islamic sciences, source criticism developed through 

the science of hadith. Hadith studies consist of two main branches: criticism of the 

isnad (chain of transmission) and criticism of the matn (text). Isnād criticism 

examines the chain of narrators, analyzing each narrator’s character, integrity, 

memory, and scholarly competence. Matn criticism evaluates whether the content of 

a hadith corresponds with the Qur’an, other authentic hadiths, reason, and logic. 

From this perspective, the science of hadith can be considered the historical 

form of source criticism within Islamic civilization. The scholar who perfected this 

system was Imam al-Bukhari. He treated hadiths not merely as narrations but as 

historical sources requiring critical evaluation. 
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All essential elements of source criticism are present in Imam al-Bukhari’s 

work: verification of the source’s transmitter (the narrator), determination of time 

and place (requirement of actual meeting), textual comparison (with the Qur’an and 

other hadiths), and systematic classification. This allows us to regard Imam al-

Bukhari not only as a muhaddith but also as a scientific source critic. 

Thus, the scientific methodology created by Imam al-Bukhari is remarkably 

close to modern principles of source criticism and may be considered one of the 

earliest examples of historical critical thinking. 

Chapter II. The Life and Scholarly Formation of Imam al-Bukhari 

Imam Muhammad ibn Ismail al-Bukhari was born in 194 AH (810 CE) in Bukhara, 

one of the major scientific and cultural centers of Transoxiana. His family was 

known for knowledge and piety. His father, Ismail ibn Ibrahim, was also a scholar 

of hadith and a respected figure of his time. Imam al-Bukhari’s interest in 

knowledge was shaped within this scholarly environment. 

From a young age, he possessed an extraordinary memory. Historical sources 

report that by the age of ten he had memorized thousands of hadiths, and by sixteen 

he had thoroughly studied major works of prominent muhaddiths. Notably, he 

memorized Imam Malik’s Al-Muwatta, demonstrating his early intellectual 

maturity. His long scholarly journeys played a crucial role in his intellectual 

formation. He traveled to Mecca, Medina, Basra, Kufa, Baghdad, Syria, Egypt, 

Nishapur, and other major centers of Islamic learning. During these travels, he 

studied under more than one thousand teachers. Sources mention that he had over 

1,080 teachers. 

Among them were Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Ishaq ibn Rahawayh, Yahya ibn 

Ma‘in, and Ali ibn al-Madini. Especially Ali ibn al-Madini greatly influenced his 

expertise in narrator criticism and isnad analysis. 

He lived during a complex period when fabricated and weak hadiths were 

widespread due to political and sectarian motives. Recognizing this danger, Imam 

al-Bukhari devoted himself to establishing strict scientific criteria for authentication. 
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His goal was to verify the historical authenticity of every statement attributed to the 

Prophet (peace be upon him). 

His contemporaries called him “Amir al-Mu’minin fi al-Hadith” (Commander 

of the Faithful in Hadith). He also trained many students, including Imam Muslim, 

Imam al-Tirmidhi, and Imam al-Nasa’i. Thus, his life and scholarly development 

laid the foundation for his methodological achievements. 

Chapter III. Imam al-Bukhari’s Works as Sources. Imam al-Bukhari authored 

more than twenty works on hadith, narrator biographies, theology, and ethics. These 

works are significant not only religiously but also from a historical and source-

critical perspective. His most famous work, Al-Jami‘ as-Sahih (Sahih al-Bukhari), is 

considered the most authentic book after the Qur’an. It contains only rigorously 

verified hadiths arranged systematically by thematic chapters, reflecting a method 

close to modern classification principles. His At-Tarikh al-Kabir is a biographical 

encyclopedia containing information about approximately forty thousand narrators. 

It provides details about their lineage, teachers, students, and reliability. This 

represents one of the earliest comprehensive works of critical biography. He also 

authored At-Tarikh al-Awsat, At-Tarikh as-Saghir, Al-Adab al-Mufrad, and Khalq 

Af‘al al-‘Ibad. These works provide valuable insights into ethical, theological, and 

historical contexts. 

Collectively, his works serve as complex historical sources reflecting the intellectual 

and social environment of their time. 

Chapter IV. Imam al-Bukhari’s Methodology of Hadith Selection 

Imam al-Bukhari developed the most rigorous methodology in hadith scholarship. 

His criteria included: 

1. Moral integrity (‘adalah) of narrators. 

2. Strong memory and precision (dabt). 

3. Proof of actual meeting between narrators. 

4. Uninterrupted chain of transmission. 

5. Textual criticism (matn evaluation). 
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He compared hadith texts with the Qur’an, other authentic hadiths, and 

reason. Even well-known narrators were rejected if weaknesses were found. His 

approach reflects empirical verification, comparative analysis, critical evaluation, 

and verification. 

Chapter V. The Place of Imam al-Bukhari’s Heritage in Modern Source 

Studies. Modern historiography emphasizes critical analysis, author evaluation, 

comparative method, and verification. These principles were already fully applied 

by Imam al-Bukhari twelve centuries ago. His methodology also serves today as a 

defense against fabricated traditions and extremist misinterpretations. In Uzbekistan, 

the International Imam al-Bukhari Research Center in Samarkand actively studies 

his legacy. Thus, his heritage aligns closely with modern source-critical 

methodology and remains relevant for contemporary scholarship. 

Conclusion. This study demonstrates that Imam al-Bukhari established hadith 

scholarship as a rigorous scientific system. He applied strict criteria, combined isnad 

and matn criticism, and upheld intellectual integrity. 

He should therefore be regarded not only as a great muhaddith but also as one of the 

earliest representatives of historical source criticism. His legacy represents a 

priceless contribution to Islamic civilization and global intellectual history. 
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